
As I stand before this wonderful audience
for a few moments to take some of your

valuable time, I have no greater desire than to
have that beautiful prayer uttered in my behalf
by Dean Bateman realized. President Oaks has
indicated that this is the first devotional for the
season, and therefore many of you are proba-
bly here for the first time. I want to bear you
my testimony that I don’t think there’s any-
where in this world you could spend the next
few years of your lives to a better advantage.
If you take advantage of what you get here, it
will change your lives and prepare you, not
only to be successful in the battle of life, but
also to help build the kingdom of God in the
earth. The graduates from this institution are
renowned all over the world for the leadership
that they are giving.

Choose Worthy Companions
I imagine that when your parents helped

you decide to come here they were not only
interested in your academic achievements and
accomplishments (although President Oaks has
pointed out that your first responsibility is to
get an education). But your parents wanted
you to associate with other young men and
women of your own standards, your own faith.
This group here today represents some of the

choice young people of the Church from all
over the entire world.

Then there are other fringe benefits you get
by attending here that will help to change your
life. One of them, of course, is that many of you
will find your mates here at this school. That
isn’t what you came for, of course, but that will
be one of the natural fringe benefits. I have a
friend, a retired stake president, who sent nine
children to this great institution, and all nine of
them found companions here. That’s a record,
and I hope you do as well. When I travel
throughout the Church holding conferences
(I just got home yesterday from Hawaii), I stay
in the homes of the stake presidents every-
where. You’d be surprised how many of them
have found their companions here at this great
University. It has been a marvelous thing, and
it increases our appreciation as leaders of the
Church for the Saints who provide the means
through their faithful tithes and offerings
to make the operation of this wonderful
University and building of this marvelous
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campus a reality. Their support allows so many
of our young people to enjoy the blessings
thereof.

I would like to say to the young women
that you have to be a little more careful about
the men you associate with. This will be one of
the most wonderful groups of young men in all
the world, but they are not all wonderful, so
you have to be careful in the companionship
that you seek. A short time ago Sister Richards
and I were down in California, and we went to
a Relief Society bazaar down there. We met a
young lady who is the daughter of one of the
families that lived in the stake when I was the
stake president there. She had come up to the
Y and met a young man who was a member of
the Church. She started keeping company with
him, and finally he became serious and pro-
posed. But he was not active in the Church, so
she said, “I’ll never marry a man who doesn’t
do his duty in the Church and honor his priest-
hood. I’m going to be able to point to my chil-
dren and say, ‘You follow your father.’ ” My, I
like a girl who has that kind of courage. The
young man wasn’t willing to pay the price, so
their courtship ended right there. In a short
time she started keeping company with
another young man, and finally their engage-
ment was announced in the newspaper. A
friend of this first suitor sent a copy to him in
Chicago. When he read it, he called her up all
the way to Los Angeles (That was before we
had these cheap rates.) and said, “I can’t live
without you. If you will call off that engage-
ment and give me another chance, I’ll do any-
thing and everything you ever ask me to do in
the Church.” When I met him down there he
was a counselor in the bishopric. I mentioned
him later to his stake president, “Oh he’s now
the bishop, and he’s the best bishop we have in
our stake.” A short time ago I met him up here
in Salt Lake City out in front of the Hotel Utah
and learned he’d just been appointed a mem-
ber of the stake presidency. Now, that’s the
kind of woman you ought to be, so you will

help the men to be outstanding and do what
they should do.

There isn’t anything more important to suc-
cess in your life than that you be united in spir-
itual things in your home. Remember what
President McKay and our Brethren have said:
“No success in life can compensate for failure
in the home.” If a home is not going to fail, the
most important thing is that the husband and
the wife are united in spiritual things. Some
time back, a young man called one night and
said, “Are you Bishop Richards?”

I said, “Yes, sir. I’m still a bishop.”
He said, “I’m in trouble.”
“What’s your trouble?”
“I’ve been keeping company with a girl for

three years, and she heard you preach the other
night, and now she won’t go out with me any-
more.”

I said, “Why won’t she?”
“Because I’m not active in the Church.”
I said, “Good for her! I’m glad to know that

there is at least one girl in all Israel who will
listen to an old man like me. Now what are you
going to do about it?”

He said, “What can I do?”
I said, “Get active in the Church, and then

go back and court her.”
“How can I?”
“You go back and talk to your bishop, and

if he doesn’t help you, you come back to me
and I will.” He’s never come back, so I reckon
he went to the bishop.

Build Your Foundation for the Millennium
We can do a lot if we will just make sure

that we build upon the right kind of founda-
tion, lay the right kind of foundation to build
our lives on. I’ve always liked the little story
about when they built that Salt Lake Temple up
there. We’re told that the foundations are six-
teen feet wide, and one day President Brigham
Young came and saw the workman throwing
in chipped granite. He made them take it out
and put in those great granite blocks with this
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explanation: “We’re building this temple to
stand through the Millennium.” Now you
young people are going to build your homes
to stand through the Millennium. That’s a long,
long time. I’m sure you don’t know how long
it is.

I have a little pet story to give you some-
thing to think about. If my wife were here I
wouldn’t dare tell you because she doesn’t like
it. When we’d been married thirty-five years,
I said, “Mummy, what do you think we’ll be
doing in thirty-five million years from today?”

She said, “Where did you get that crazy
idea? It makes me tired to think of it.”

“Well,” I said, “You do believe in eternal
life, don’t you? In the Book of Mormon we’re
told that time is measured only to men, that
with God there isn’t such a thing as time. It’s
one eternal round. The Prophet Joseph illus-
trated this point by taking a ring and saying,
‘When you cut it, there is a beginning and an
end, and as long as you don’t cut it there’s no
beginning and no end.’ Now, Mother, if you
believe that, you and I will be pretty well
acquainted with each other in thirty-five
million years from today.”

If you just think of that, you can under-
stand what Cicero meant when he said that he
was much more interested in the long hereafter
than in the brief present. While you are in the
brief present is the time to lay the foundation
upon which you can build a happy, long here-
after, and this institution will go a long way in
helping you to do that.

When I was president of the Southern
States Mission, we converted a lovely school-
teacher down in Florida. And at the close of
one of our conferences she came up to me and
said, “President Richards, I’m going to get
married. What do you think of that?”

“Oh,” I said, “I think it’s wonderful. Do
I know him?”

“No.”
I said, “Is he a member of the Church?”

“No.” I didn’t dare tell her that she couldn’t
marry out of the Church down there, because I
didn’t know where she could find a man in the
Church except our Mormon elders, and we had
hands-off signs hanging all over them.

I said, “You’re a beautiful, sweet, clean
Mormon girl, and you could never be happy
with an unclean man. In your association with
him you’ll know whether he’s clean or not and
whether he’d take advantage of you if you’d
permit him. He must be a prayerful man
because, as wicked as the world is today, I
wouldn’t trust any man to be true to his wife
and children if he doesn’t believe that there is a
God and that someday he will have to answer
to him for his life here upon the earth. Your
young man must be willing to let you raise
your children in the Church because, knowing
as you do that the God of heaven has restored
his truth to the earth, you would be a very
unhappy woman if you had children and
couldn’t teach them the gospel. If he measures
up, let me know when he joins the Church.”
I didn’t see her for about four months, when
we had another conference. Her train was late,
and after the meeting she came along the aisle.
I could see she was headed for me, so I went
down and said, “Name, please?”

“Oh, I’m still Miss So-and-so.”
I said, “What became of the marriage?”
“He didn’t come up to your specifications.”

Well, that’s the way you should judge, before
you get married, that you’re laying the right
kind of foundation. I told that little story in
Alabama a short time after it happened, and at
the close of the meeting a seventeen-year-old
Mormon girl came up to me. (They marry
young down there.) She said, “President
Richards, if I’d have heard that story six
months ago, I’d be an unmarried woman
today.” It didn’t take that little girl very long to
find out that you can’t find happiness with an
unclean man. These are some of the fringe ben-
efits that you can keep in mind while attending
this institution.
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Study the Gospel
Another benefit of BYU is that it will help

you to understand the gospel: why you’re here,
where you came from, and where you’re going.
As Jesus said, “For what shall it profit a man,
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul?” (Mark 8:36). The whole world is
a lot, isn’t it? But the soul is what lives on for
these thirty-five million years, and so blessings
that will give us a preferred place through that
long period are the most important things in
our lives.

Concerning the gospel in this institution,
you study religion in your classes, and even
the nonmember study religion in their classes.
We welcome them here. We know we have the
truth, and we just like to divide it with them.
To illustrate what I’m trying to tell you, I had
a letter from one of the faculty members down
here, and he told me this story. He had had a
young man in his class who wasn’t a member
of the Church, and this young man didn’t want
to have to study religion. The professor spoke
with him and handed him a copy of the mis-
sionary book that I wrote called A Marvelous
Work and a Wonder. He said, “If you’ll read that
and give me a book report on it, I’ll excuse you
from any other study.” The professor sent me
the letter that this boy had written when he
was about halfway through the book. The final
result was that he joined the Church, and I had
the privilege of performing the marriage cere-
mony for him and one of our Mormon girls in
the Salt Lake Temple.

We have a great message to tell the world.
We have to live it, and then we have to tell it,
too. If you’re interest in history and in geogra-
phy, just think what you can get out of the
Book of Mormon! The Book of Mormon is the
most tangible evidence that we have the truth,
for no man could have written it at the time
that it was written—except the story of the
Prophet Joseph be a true story. Just imagine
what that book has to tell us about America.
Go back to the promises of Jacob and Moses

and Joseph, who was sold into Egypt and
who was promised a new land in the utmost
bounds of the everlasting hills. Nobody in
this world, outside of this Church, can tell
you where that new land is, and yet Moses,
in describing that land, used the word precious
five times in just four short verses in the bible
(see Deuteronomy 33:13–16). He called it a pre-
cious land, and we read the history of how
Lehi and his people came here and how they
were told that it was a land choice above all
other lands. This fact is repeated over and over
again in the scriptures.

From a historical standpoint, it ought to be
worth something to people to know about this
land of America or when Columbus discovered
it. The knowledge that we get through the
Book of Mormon is a knowledge that we can’t
get any other way in all this world. It not only
tells us of the great destiny of this land of
America, but it also gives the promises of the
Lord through his prophets that it would be a
land choice above all other lands and that it
would be the land upon which God would
build his New Jerusalem in the latter days. It
was hidden away from the eyes of the world
that it might not be overrun, and the Spirit of
the Lord moved upon a man across the great
waters to come here. We understand and know
that man was Columbus. You see what a mar-
velous thing it is to have understanding.

While I was president of the Southern
States Mission, an article appeared in the news-
paper from the Associated Press about a man
who came here to the United States from Lima,
Peru. His name was William A. Kennedy. I
read that article and I included it in the book A
Marvelous Work and a Wonder that I wrote. He
came here for the purpose of raising money to
establish a school or seminary down in Lima,
Peru, to study the early inhabitants of this land
of America—the Incan and Mayan civiliza-
tions. The article said that he had collected
enough money here and, when backed by the
small American countries, he’d have thirty
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million dollars. The article also said that former
President Herbert Hoover had agreed to serve
on the board. The promises to this Peruvian
man indicated that within ten years that sum
would increase to seventy million dollars. I
never heard what actually became of that, but
I said to myself, when I read that article, “Just
think. They are willing to spend sixty or sev-
enty million dollars to learn something about
the past history of this great land of America.
After they’ve spent that amount of money they
will never know even one-hundredth part as
much as they could know if they’d read the
Book of Mormon. They may find a few hiero-
glyphics, pots and pans, and so forth, but they
will never know what the God of heaven had
in mind when he led the descendants of Joseph
here to this land.” You see, it’s a historical
thing. Also from a geographical standpoint we
know the history of this great land of America
as no other people in all the world know it.
that’s only one of the great contributions of this
book that you learn about here in your school-
work.

Know that Joseph Smith Is a Prophet
We have truth revealed that no other people

in all the world have. Just think of the vision of
the Prophet Joseph Smith. He didn’t know
which church to join. that was a reasonable
condition, and he read these words in the
scriptures: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God” (James 1:5). He went out into the
woods and prayed, and a light did appear
from heaven brighter than the noonday sun. In
the midst of that light were the Father and the
Son. The Father pointed to the Son and said,
“This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!” (Joseph
Smith 2:17). No event has transpired in this
world, since the resurrection of the Savior, that
can compare to that. Why didn’t it happen five
hundred years ago? Because the Lord hadn’t
prepared this land for the restoration of the
gospel. That boy Joseph Smith was in waiting
for many, many years.

If you read and study the scriptures you
learn that prophets were ordained prophets
even before they came into the world. You
remember that Jeremiah, when he was called to
be a prophet, couldn’t understand it. The Lord
said, “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew
thee; and before thou camest forth out of the
womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a
prophet unto the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5). In
that same sense Joseph Smith was ordained
long before he came upon this earth. When you
read in the Book of Mormon, you read the
account of Lehi in the desert. He told his son
Joseph about how the Lord had promised
Joseph who was sold into Egypt that in the lat-
ter days he would raise up a prophet from his
loins like unto Moses (see 2 Nephi 3). We read
in the Bible that there was no prophet in Israel
like unto Moses because he talked with God
face to face (see Deuteronomy 34:10). But that’s
the kind of prophet he would raise up in the
latter days from the loins of Joseph. Obviously
that prophet was the Prophet Joseph Smith.
That promise, you see, was made to Joseph
over three thousand years ago.

The Lord had Joseph Smith in waiting for
this, the dispensation of the fulness of times.
Lehi said that he would bring forth the word of
the Lord. He brought us the Book of Mormon,
he brought us the Doctrine and Covenants,
and he brought us the Pearl of Great Price and
many other wonderful writings. He has given
us more revealed truth than any other prophet
who has lived upon the face of the earth as far
as the history and the records show us. The
Lord said, “Unto him will I give power to bring
forth my word—and not to the bringing forth
my word only, . . . but to the convincing them
of my word, which shall have already gone
forth among them” (see 2 Nephi 3:11). What
did he mean by that? He would give them to
understand the Bible in the spirit in which it
was written.

Do you realize that in this nation there
are 697 different churches—just in America?
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(I checked over a year ago.) We have this many
just because men couldn’t agree in their inter-
pretation of the Bible and were dependent
upon their own wisdom. And so the Lord said
that this prophet should not only bring forth
his word but would bring men to a conviction
of his word that had already gone forth among
them. He said that he would bring men unto
salvation, because he would be the recipient
of the restoration of the holy priesthood, the
power to administer the saving ordinances of
the gospel. Then the Lord says: “and he shall
be great in mine eyes” (2 Nephi 3:8). Whatever
the world may think of the prophet of this dis-
pensation, here is the word of the Lord—“He
shall be great in mine eyes.”

To illustrate what he meant when he said,
“and not to the bringing forth my word only, . . .
but to the convincing them of my word, which
shall have already gone forth among them,” I’d
like to tell you a little experience I had when I
was on a mission over in Holland. I was
invited to talk to a Bible class of businessmen
in The Hague. We met in the home of a promi-
nent furniture dealer. There were about twenty
men; the only woman there was the daughter
of the man of the house. Each had his Bible,
and they gave me an hour and a half to discuss
universal salvation, which includes our work
for the dead. I just gave them chapter and
verse and an explanation and let them look it
up in their own Bibles and read it. People
believe it more readily when they read it them-
selves. Then when I was through I closed my
Bible, laid it on the table, folded my arms, and
waited for a comment. The first comment came
from the daughter of the man of the house. She
said, “Father, I just can’t understand it. I’ve
never attended one of these Bible classes in my
life that you haven’t had the last word to say
on everything, but tonight you haven’t said a
word!”

He said, “My daughter, there isn’t anything
to say. This man has been teaching us things
we’ve never heard of and has been teaching

them to us out of our own Bibles.” That’s what
the Lord meant when he said that the Prophet
of this dispensation should not only bring forth
his word but would bring men to conviction of
his word that had already gone forth among
them. I could tell you many more stories like
that.

Bear Witness of Gospel Truths
A few years ago two of our American

churches on the West Coast were holding a
convention in Salt Lake City. The people came
from California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Utah, and Nevada and represented the
Congregational and Evangelical churches. The
leader of that group wrote a letter to President
McKay and asked if he would send one of the
General Authorities to talk for two hours in the
morning session of their convention to tell
them the story of Mormonism, then to remain
as their guest for lunch, and then to stay an
hour and a half in the afternoon for questions.
Well, I got the assignment, and I don’t mind
telling you I was glad to get it. I always tell our
missionaries you never need to argue with
anybody—”If you learn how to tell our story,
you tell them things they’ve never heard of,
and prove them out of their on Bibles.” When
I arrived at the meeting, I asked, “Now, do you
want it just the way we believe it, how we got
the church and what we believe?”

The man in charge said, “That’s just what
we want.” Some of them had to get away on
earlier planes, so they moved the luncheon
back half an hour and gave me two hours and
a half in that morning session. I just gave them
chapter and verse and showed them what we
received through the restoration of the gospel.
You remember the words of Peter when he said
the heavens were to receive the Christ until the
restitution of all things spoken by the mouths
of all the holy prophets since the world began
(see Acts 3:20–21). A restitution is not a refor-
mation, which is how all these other churches
have come into existence. They have tried to
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correct the mistakes of history, but we have a
restitution of all things. I showed what we got
by the coming of the different holy prophets, as
Peter said, and when I was through, I had only
one question out of all those ministers and
church leaders. You might be interested in that
question. The man in charge said, “Now, Mr.
Richards, you’ve told us that you believe that
God is a personal god.”

I said, “That’s right.”
He said, “We’re heard it said that you

believe that God has a wife. Would you explain
that to us?”

I think he thought he had me in a corner
and that I couldn’t do it. So rather facetiously
I said, “Well, I don’t see how in the world he
could have a Son without a wife, do you?”
They all began to titter, and I didn’t have any
more trouble with that question.

Since it will be time to close in a few min-
utes, I will add one more thought. When I go
to conferences, at the close of the conference
the Saints always bring up their nonmember
friends and introduce them to me. I say this:
“You know what I always say to the nonmem-
bers who honor us with their presence?”

“What’s that, Mr. Richards?”
“There are only two kinds of people in this

world—those who are in the true church and
those who ought to be. Get your boots on; we
don’t want to wait too long for you. We’ll get
you sooner or later. You don’t know that, but
we do, and it had just as well be sooner as
later.” You know, I’ve had letters come back
from all over the world telling me they got

their boots on. I walked up to the United
Airlines counter in Chicago about a year and
a half ago, and the young man in back of the
counter looked at me and said, “Aren’t you
LeGrand Richards? I’m one of those guys you
told to get my boots on. I’ve joined the Church
and I’m going out to the Y next fall.” Last
general conference a woman came in from
California. She’d made me a pretty little fig-
urine with two boots and a little motto in the
middle—”Get your boots on!”—to put on my
desk. Just the other day I received a letter from
a young man dated August 24. Now that’s not
very long ago. About a year ago I entertained
a young group from the Y in my office, and I
showed them through the Church Administra-
tion Building. As I did, I said, “I’m sure you’re
all Mormons. If you’re not, you ought to be.” In
this letter this young man wrote me back and
said, “I was the only ‘ought to be’ in that group
you showed around, and I just wanted to tell
you I’ve joined the Church.” I say there isn’t an
honest man or an honest woman in this world
who really loves the Lord and would take the
time to study it in a spirit of prayer who
wouldn’t join this Church.

Now, God bless you and keep you young
people within the hollow of his hands from all
the wickedness of the world and the false
philosophies of men. I pray that you may learn
what life really is for and that you’ll be mighty
instruments in his hands in helping to establish
his kingdom. I leave my love and blessing with
each one of you in the name of the Lord, Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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