
From the time I started the first grade, the
early fall season has always held a special

fascination for me because it marks the begin-
ning of a new school term. And now it’s here
again, carrying the same set of pleasant reac-
tions. With you, I look forward to this school
year. For some of you this will be your first
BYU experience, others are just returning
from missions, and for many the next few
months will be your last at BYU. But for all of
us the year holds great promise, and, like you,
I look forward to it.

I want to talk to you today about three
words that begin with the letter e: education,
environment, and etiquette.

The value of education is that, if properly
done, it leads to learning, which is one of life’s
most intriguing processes. Learning can hap-
pen in organized, systematic ways with care-
fully planned classes and curricula. And that’s
what BYU is all about. I still remember my
own experiences on this campus as a student
years ago when I learned from inspiring teach-
ers who opened my eyes, my mind, and my
spirit to new corners of knowledge. Some of
the information that I gained during those
times I have continued to use over the years.
But most interesting of all was the learning

process, the acquisition of new information,
and the gaining of new insights.

Learning can also happen in unexpected
ways. Let me tell you of my own recent experi-
ence.

Last May Janet and I spent some time with
the Young Ambassadors as they toured the
Soviet Union. One morning in the town of
Yaraslavl, when we went out for a morning jog,
it occurred to me that we would be in real trou-
ble if we got lost. On more than one occasion
I have lost my way when I’ve jogged in a
strange town. But it could be a serious problem
in a place where we didn’t speak a word of the
language. My solution, a very logical one, was
to memorize the name of our hotel. So, as we
left that morning, I saw in big letters across
the entrance to our hotel the following letters:
P-E-C-T-O-P-A-H.

Pectopah. I promptly committed the word
to memory, and Janet and I left on our sojourn
through Yaraslavl confident in the fact that we
had an effective safety valve. If we got lost,
I would just put on my best inquisitive
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demeanor, give the name of our hotel, and fol-
low the hand signal directions we would be
given.

Fortunately, we did not get lost, and so I
had no need to ask anybody how to get to the
Hotel Pectopah. But the next day, in Moscow,
I began to notice that same word, again in very
prominent letters, across the awnings in front
of many of the buildings that I saw. At first I
concluded that it must be a chain. Hotels have
been named for people like Willard Marriott
and Conrad Hilton. Maybe these were in honor
of someone named Anatoly or Boris Pectopah.
But further observation revealed that my now
favorite Russian word (indeed, other than
“spaciva,” which means thank you, my only
word) appeared on establishments that quite
clearly could not be hotels. So I asked
President Gary Browning, who, when he is
not serving as mission president in that part
of the world teaches Russian at BYU, what my
word really meant. His answer: “Restaurant.”
The Cyrillic alphabet’s p sounds like our r. The
c’s are always s’s, and the h’s are n’s. And so it
isn’t Pectopah at all. It’s restoran.

I had several reactions to that simple little
experience. First, I realized that if we had lost
our way that morning, Janet and I would still
be wandering around the city of Yaraslavl,
where by now we would probably be famous
as those crazy people who speak a language
that consists of only two words: Hotel Pectopah.
Second, I had come up with a rather nice
English/Russian cognate: restoran, restaurant.
But most important of all, the experience
stirred my curiosity, and I started looking for
some other words that perhaps I could recog-
nize. The next one, frankly, was easy, because
of the logo that appeared right underneath it.
Here is the word that I saw: ПЕПСИ. Not so
easy, you say? Well, let me show you the logo,
and you will see why it was easy. Obviously,
the word was Pepsi.

That one, for me, was the real break-
through. Substantively, it added only two

letters to my growing bundle of knowledge.
The Greek letter pi, which is the first letter and
the third, is a p, and the backwards n at the end
is a vowel that sounds something like our dou-
ble e. And I could figure that out from the fact
that I knew it was Pepsi. But this gave me just
enough—partly in information, but more
important, in desire to know—to start me look-
ing for all the cognates I could find. There are
not, incidentally, very many; indeed, the count
is minuscule if compared to Spanish, the one
foreign language that I know something
about. But my sense of satisfaction and accom-
plishment grew as I began recognizing words
like Pravda, Kremlin, sport, and two very com-
mon ones, gastronome and product, both of
which, I am told, are roughly equivalent to
our word for groceries. Here is a nice one that
you should now be able to figure out: РЕКС.
That’s right, it’s my first name.

Interestingly enough, my greatest satisfac-
tion came from this four-letter word: СТОП.
You now have enough information (because
I’m sure you’ve all been carefully following
everything I’ve said) to pronounce that word.
Moreover, it’s short and fairly easy. And the
only place that I saw it was on traffic lights.
But I said to myself, “That just can’t be. That
would make it not just a cognate, but the iden-
tical English word.” And that, President
Browning informed me, is exactly what it is.
The word is stop, S-T-O-P, and it is the same in
Russian as in English. Same meaning, same
usage, and same four-letter spelling—I assume
because they borrowed it from us as a total
package.

At one level, what I have just recounted can
be viewed as a trivial series of events—of pass-
ing interest to me at the time they occurred, but
having no lasting value to you or me or anyone
else. For the rest of my life, the stop signs with
which I will deal will have markings other than
the ones I saw in Moscow. But I wish I could
tell you how enthused I became each time one
of those seemingly inconsequential events
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unfolded. The reason was, I was learning
something—something entirely new—and
I believe that learning as a process has its
rewards wholly aside from the substance of
the thing learned. These occurrences were simi-
lar to other experiences that I have had at other
times in my life as I have delved into new sub-
jects or discovered new applications or signifi-
cances to existing ones.

Some of these have involved the scriptures.
I remember how excited I became when
several years ago I saw for the first time evi-
dence in the book of Alma that a rule of consti-
tutional law, which represents fifty years of
evolving United States Supreme Court
jurisprudence and was finally settled in the
late 1960s by a case called Brandenburg v.
Ohio, had actually been set forth with rather
astounding clarity over 2,000 years earlier in
the thirtieth chapter of Alma, which gives an
account that lawyers might characterize as
City of Zarahemla v. Korihor. Another such expe-
rience occurred just last January, when I saw
for the first time some implications of the
Eleventh Amendment to the United States
Constitution that I had never before perceived,
notwithstanding years of teaching, reading,
and arguing Supreme Court cases involving
that particular provision of the Constitution.
The same thing can happen when I read good
books, when I help my daughter with her
math, or in an almost endless variety of activi-
ties. Janet’s recounting of the satisfaction our
son Tom felt when he finally learned to write
his name so it didn’t say “MOT” is a classic
example.

The opportunities for learning are all
around us, and when those opportunities
materialize, we always have a sense of accom-
plishment and joy. Two weeks ago, Bishop
Eyring, in an address to our faculty, staff,
and administrators, said of his father, Henry
Eyring, who was a scientist of international
repute: “He took delight in what he didn’t

know, because he saw no limits to what he
could learn.”

There are many other things that we could
discuss about education, but I’m going to leave
you with just that one and move on to my
other two e’s, environment and etiquette. As
applied to us, there is a strong tie between
the two.

The physical environment at BYU is as
pleasant and as conducive to living and learn-
ing as you will find anywhere. Visitors to our
university uniformly comment on it. In part,
the attractiveness of our physical surroundings
is due to the outstanding work by the many
people, including hundreds of students, who
care so meticulously for our buildings and
grounds.

But our BYU environment consists of more
than green lawns and clean buildings. The peo-
ple are also part of it, especially the students.
Ours is a campus where cleanliness, modesty,
orderliness, and general physical appearance
count for something. They are important to
all of us—important enough that we should
put forth some effort to maintain them.

Our honor code and dress and grooming
standards are an integral and essential part of
this unique environment. They in fact involve
more than just environmental considerations.
They are anchored in principles of morality
and good citizenship. Some of those moral
principles are found in revealed truth, such as
our sexual morality and Word of Wisdom stan-
dards. Others are based on considerations of
cleanliness, modesty, and general appearance,
but all are grounded in morals, because they
are standards that we committed to keep as a
condition of our being here, and keeping com-
mitments is a moral issue of the highest order.

One of this coming year’s activities for
which I have the highest hopes is the plan of
your student leaders to provide opportunities
for all of us to come to a fuller appreciation of
why these honor code and dress and grooming
standards are such an integral part of what
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makes BYU what it is. It is my fervent hope
that we can all develop not only an understand-
ing, but also a feeling of ownership—that is, a
shared stake—in the success of our honor code.

My final e is etiquette, and it relates to how
we treat other people. Every day on this cam-
pus there are literally tens of thousands of
opportunities for someone to be nice to some-
one else, or to be not so nice—either to put
into practice or to ignore our Savior’s most fun-
damental of all admonitions to be concerned
about other people and their welfare and hap-
piness and not just our own. Truly, that admo-
nition is central not only to Christianity and
restored truth, but also to human happiness. I
am sure that its centrality to human happiness
is the reason the Savior made it the cornerstone
of his teachings.

Frankly, I think that with three times as
many people on this campus as when I was
here as a student, we may have to work at it
three times as hard. But I believe it is worth
doing. The etiquette to which I refer—a Christ-
like niceness, concern—of course includes the
maintenance of our environment, including
keeping our campus clean and observing the
Honor Code and dress and grooming stan-
dards. But it also includes elementary princi-
ples of Christian living. I can think of no better
lesson that all of us could learn from our expe-
rience at BYU than the importance of gen-
uinely caring for our neighbor. We have so
many opportunities for that here—in the class-
room, in our private learning efforts, and in
preserving our BYU environment, which is
unlike any other.

These three values that begin with e (educa-
tion, environment, and etiquette) constitute the
tissue of life at BYU. Education is our business,
though our scope is broader than at other insti-
tutions, and is concerned with the total soul
and not just the mind.

A headline in yesterday’s Universe said,
“BYU is not so unique after all.” The support

for this proposition w as that there are other
universities that are also founded on religious
values. Of course there are, but that fact is irrel-
evant to our uniqueness. We yield to no one in
our respect and our admiration for the strong
values, including religiously based values,
held by many of our sister institutions. And
we of course share many of those same values.
Those religious schools help us, and we help
them. But those similarities will never make
us the same. BYU will always be different—
and therefore unique—for the same reasons
that the restored kingdom of Jesus Christ is dif-
ferent from other churches and religious
endeavors. By definition, there is and can be
only one restoration of all things in this dispen-
sation. And only one four-year university is
anchored to that restoration. Is it true then
that BYU is “not so unique after all”? It is not.
Absolutely, we are unique—not in the sense of
having a value system or a religious value sys-
tem, but the principles on which we are built
are the principles of restored truth, and they
are unique to us for the simple reason that the
restored gospel itself is in a class alone. I am
grateful that we share values with other uni-
versities. I am also grateful that our package
has some elements of our own that set us
apart from all others.

Finally, I want to tell you how proud I am
of you and how honored I am to count myself
among your number. Pride can be a serious
defect, but not, I think, the kind that I feel for
the overwhelming majority of our students. It
thrills me to contemplate the great leadership
and other strengths that you represent as part
of the restored kingdom of Jesus Christ. We
have so much to give, and we can give more
abundantly. I look forward to joining hands
with you in this endeavor, both over the com-
ing school year as well as in the years ahead.
That we may do it well is my prayer, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

4 Brigham Young University 1991–92 Speeches



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




