Going Forward in the Second Century

DALLIN H. OAKS

y dear brothers and sisters, I am thrilled

to be with you. As president of BYU for
nine years, I heard many lectures and devotional
addresses. The most memorable talks during that
period were not those that only reaffirmed famil-
iar subjects or introduced new facts but those that
changed a way of thinking about a subject. I hope
that something I say today will suggest or rein-
force a helpful way of thinking about something
important in your life.

In one of the first devotional assemblies in the
fall of 1975, President Spencer W. Kimball deliv-
ered his inspired address “The Second Century of
Brigham Young University.”! I was then president
of Brigham Young University, so I listened to and
subsequently pondered his talk as intently as any
person living.

The subject was that Brigham Young University
has “a double heritage,”? being concerned with

both “the secular and the spiritual.”3 Thus,
President Kimball explained, BYU must not be
shackled by “worldly ideologies and concepts.”*
“Tt must not [allow itself to] be made over in the
image of the world.”> As he neared his conclusion,

he repeated that challenge:

As previous First Presidencies have said, and we say
again to you, we expect (we do not simply hope) that
Brigham Young University will . . . “Become a unique
university in all of the world!”®

What must BYU do in its second century to
secure and magnify that uniqueness? The first
way BYU will be unique is that it won’t desert or
dilute existing truth. President Kimball explained:

BYU ... must continue to resist false fashions in
education, staying with those basic principles that have
proved right and have guided good men and women and
good universities over the centuries.”
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A second way BYU will be a unique university
is its focus on undergraduate education:

While the discovery of new knowledge must increase,
there must always be a heavy and primary emphasis on
... the quality of teaching at BYU . . . [that] includes a
quality relationship between faculty and students.

A third and vital source of uniqueness is our
personal and institutional relationship with God:

We expect the natural unfolding of knowledge to occur
as a result of scholarship, but there will always be that
added dimension that the Lord can provide when we are
qualified to receive and He chooses to speak.’

President Kimball also spoke about our rela-
tionship with other universities:

We can sometimes make concord with others, includ-
ing scholars who have parallel purposes. . . .

In other instances, we must be willing to break with
the educational establishment (not foolishly or cava-
lierly, but thoughtfully and for good reason) in order to
find gospel ways to help mankind. Gospel methodology,
concepts, and insights can help us to do what the world
cannot do in its own frame of reference.'’

Please note that President Kimball and other
First Presidencies are not asking BYU to be a
unique university just by being different. Our
uniqueness will always be rooted in our follow-
ing the inspiration that we prayerfully seek in
our personal work and that we receive from the
university administration and our prophetic lead-
ers. When leaders such as Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
and Commissioner Clark G. Gilbert and President
Kevin ] Worthen repeat the same counsel and
give the same challenges, hear it for what it is:
inspired direction for what BYU and we must be
and become.

Speaking particularly to the faculty and leader-
ship of this university of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, I ask, “How are we measur-
ing up after almost a half century since a prophet
spoke these fundamental challenges?” Elder
Holland emphasized this challenge in his inspired
address to the faculty and leaders last year:

When you look at President Kimball’s talk again,
may 1 ask you to pay particular attention to that
sweet prophet’s effort to ask that we be unique? In his
discourse, President Kimball used the word unique
eight times and the word special eight times. It seems
clear to me . . . that BYU will become an “educational
Mgt. Everest” only to the degree it embraces its unique-
ness, its singularity.!

President Russell M. Nelson explained the
nature and purpose of that uniqueness when he
contrasted two different educational goals:

There is a major difference, however, between the
responsibilities of secular educators and my responsibil-
ity as the senior Apostle on earth. Their job is to educate
and prepare you for your mortal experience—meaning,
how to succeed in your life’s work. My responsibility
is to educate and prepare you also for your immortal
experience—meaning, how to gain eternal life.!?

The uniqueness of our Church education has
the same purpose: education for eternity as well
as education for our mortal experience. We go
forward with that goal.

IL

We must understand that our having an addi-
tional purpose for education will not be welcomed
by many educators. It may even be opposed by
them and others and even by government regula-
tors. Here I remind us of BYU’s experience nearly
fifty years ago when challenged by what has come
to be known generally as Title IX.

A 1972 act of Congress forbade discrimination
“on the basis of sex . . . under any education pro-
gram or activity receiving Federal financial assis-
tance.”!3 But the proposed administrative regula-
tions expanded that direction by asserting federal
control over all programs or activities of any
educational institution receiving such assistance.!4

Alarmed that this would immediately extend
federal control over all institutional decisions that
specified differences between men and women—
even possibly forbidding separate dormitories
for men and women—BYU immediately chal-
lenged the breadth of the proposed regulations.
Testifying before a congressional subcommittee in



1975, I expressed our support for the overall non-
discrimination objectives of Title IX but protested
that the proposed regulations went too far in car-
rying federal control beyond the authorizing act
of Congress into impermissible conflicts with the
independence of private colleges and the religious
freedom of Church-related institutions.!®

Before 1975 ended, we had attracted significant
institutional and media support for our position.
In less than a year, our focused objections pre-
vailed. The Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare (HEW) scaled back its formal enforcement
of Title IX. The effect on BYU is summarized in
this 1976 letter from the director of HEW’s Office
for Civil Rights: “BYU’s Code of Honor, which
is derived from religious tenets of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, provides for
evenhanded treatment of the sexes.”!® The letter
further stated that

in those few instances where evenhanded treatment
of employees and students would conflict with the
religious tenets [of the Church under several cited
sections of the regulations] . . ., BYU is granted
an exemption from those requirements.\”

President Kimball’s second-century address
commissioned us “to break with the educational
establishment” when necessary “to find gospel
ways to help mankind.” Where would BYU and
other Church-related colleges and universities be
today if BYU had not dared to resist the govern-
ment’s 1974 proposal to significantly expand its
control over private higher education?

President Kimball affirmed our efforts in these
words from his second-century address:

We want you to keep free as a university—free
of government control, not only for the sake of the
university and the Church but also for the sake of our
government. Our government, state and federal, and
our people are best served by free colleges and universi-
ties, not by institutions that are compliant out of fears
over funding.'®

I remind you that President Kimball’s second-
century address and this Title IX episode occurred
long before most of you current students and
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many of our current faculty were born. Ancient

history? Yes, but important history to remember
when current worldly pressures are focused on

our differences.

Those who deviate from a majority are often
made to feel like ignorant holdouts on subjects in
which everyone else is more enlightened. When
higher education or the world in general call
upon faculty to vary from gospel standards, do
we “dare to be different?” I borrow that phrase
from Commissioner Gilbert in his recent essay in
Deseret Magazine on preserving religious identity
in higher education.!” I will return to “dare to be
different” as I discuss other challenges.

III1.

I now speak to you as students in the second
century of this university. Where are you in the
differences that make us unique?

Commissioner Gilbert recently showed a
humorous Candid Camera demonstration of the
effect of being different. Smile with me as we
resolve not to be intimidated like the poor fellow
portrayed here. [A video of an elevator experiment
was shown.?]

More important than what you do as a student
are the choices you are making in your personal
life—the priorities you are adopting consciously
or subconsciously. Are you going forward against
the world’s opposition?

A fundamental fact of mortal life is that there
must be “opposition in all things.”?! The scriptures
illustrate that contrast in many ways. For example,
the Savior taught His followers to “forsake the
world, and save your souls.”?? He described His
disciples as the “salt” or “savour” of the earth who
would leaven the rest of the mass and be an influ-
ence that would give light to all.”® The Savior told
His followers, “Go ye into the world, and care not
for the world.”* “For all these things do the nations
of the world seek after,” He explained, and then He
said, “But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and
all these things shall be added unto you.”?

In contrast, He taught about the other extreme:
“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?”26

Our personal choices between the extremes
of the Lord’s way and the world’s way are made
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in the context of love. I am sure that President
Spencer W. Kimball’s second-century address,
with which I began, was motivated by love—love
of God, whom he served as a prophet; love of the
children of God, whom he taught; and love of this
university that served them.

I feel that same love as I try to elevate your
personal choices. I love God, and I also love this
university that has been so important in my life
for more than seventy years. Everything I am
trying to say to you now is also motivated by
love—especially my love for you, my brothers and
sisters. Here is some counsel you should consider
as you make your choices.

Last year I spoke in general conference on the
need for a church.2 When we dare to be different,
we choose to engage fully in the restored Church.
We keep our covenants. We have the courage to
follow all the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We stand up personally for those who are margin-
alized. I will speak further of each of those ideas
in my following discussion.

Sometimes we hear of Latter-day Saints who
have honorably concluded an arduous Church
calling—such as a full-time mission or a heavy
leadership commitment—and are now taking
what they call “a vacation from Church service.”
If tempted to take such a “vacation,” you should
remember that this soon leads to forgetting gospel
truths—such as the first commandment to love
God—and it also leads to forgetting gospel cov-
enants. Do not risk that.

When we persist in Church activity and service,
we increase our influence for good with family
and associates. Our light shines to influence those
who see our good works. Our example will be
powerful. That is illustrated by this experience
of a brother-in-law of my wife, Kristen, when he
was in junior high school here in Utah about fifty
years ago.

In his class there was a boy who was very
different in dress and demeanor and sometimes
in words and actions. He was easy to ridicule.
Junior high school was difficult for him, especially
because trouble from a large bully made his life
miserable. The bully and his group would taunt
him and verbally tease him and regularly beat
him up against his locker.

On the last day of school, everyone was in the
gym playing games and talking. This boy was
playing a game of chess by himself—he had a
board and chess pieces, and he would move from
one side of the board to another and was happily
playing alone. When the bully saw this, he went
over and hit the chessboard, scattering the pieces
all over the gym. Suddenly the gym went totally
silent. Everyone had their eyes fixed on the bully,
the victim, and the scattered chess pieces.

Kristen’s brother-in-law could not stand it. He
said he didn’t care if the bully punched him out.
He stood up, walked over, and began picking
up chess pieces off the floor. And here is what
makes this example great. Immediately, many
in the crowd did the same—uniting to protect
the victim.

Thirty years later, a well-dressed executive
boarding an airplane approached my brother-
in-law, who had recognized this man as the boy
who had been taunted in the gym so long ago.
“Thanks, Holbrook,” he said. “Thanks for being
a friend.”

When Kristen shared that experience in a
recent talk, she added:

We have among us some who are hurting. We may
not be aware of their struggles, but we can make all the
difference by our attention, by standing up and bearing
testimony, and by listening to the promptings to make
a visit or a phone call or get out of bed when we don’t
feel like it. | promise if you stand up and serve, it will
touch lives in an eternal way that you can only begin
to comprehend now.

In that way, by following the loving minister-
ing to the afflicted that was taught by Jesus Christ,
we can proceed toward what President Nelson
described as

the unrivaled difference that belief in God and His Son,
Jesus Christ, has in a person’s life. There is simply noth-
ing to compare with the refining, ennobling strength
and meaning that come into the life of a devoted believer
and servant.?

On that same subject, I loved President Nelson’s
plea to the sisters:



Thirty-six years ago, in 1979, President Spencer W.
Kimball made a profound prophecy about the impact
that covenant-keeping women would have on the future
of the Lord’s Church. [President Nelson then quoted
this prophecy by President Kimball]: “Much of the
major growth that is coming to the Church in the last
days will come because many of the good women of the
world . . . will be drawn to the Church in large num-
bers. This will happen to the degree that the women of
the Church reflect righteousness and articulateness in
their lives and . . . are seen as . . . different—in happy
ways—from the women of the world.”*

President Nelson continued:

We, your brethren, need your strength, your conver-
sion, your conviction, your ability to lead, your wisdom,
and your voices. The kingdom of God is not and cannot
be complete without women who make sacred covenants
and then keep them, women who can speak with the
power and authority of God!°

IV.

In the first year of his presidency, President
Nelson challenged us “to stand out; be different
from the world.”*! He continued:

You and I know that you are to be a light to the world.
Therefore, the Lord needs you to look like, sound like,
act like, and dress like a true disciple of Jesus Christ.
Yes, you are living in the world, but you have very dif-
ferent standards from the world to help you avoid the
stain of the world.

... And if you are sometimes called “weird,”
wear that distinction as a badge of honor and be
happy that your light is shining brightly in this
ever-darkening world!

Set a standard for the rest of the world! Embrace
being different!?

Of course, “being different” does not suggest
being different from your brothers and sisters who
follow the Lord and His servants. It means being
different from the world’s ways when those of the
world do not follow the Lord’s way.

We must not forget the Savior’s teaching that

“the first and great commandment” “in the law”
is to “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,

Dallin H. Oaks 5

and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,” and
the second commandment “is like unto it, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”3 The love of
neighbor—however important—does not come
ahead of love of God and obedience to His com-
mandments. If we truly love God and serve Him
as He has taught us, we will love our neighbor as
God loves him or her and as He would have us
love and serve them.

God'’s incomprehensible love for His children
does not excuse us from accountability when we
break His commandments. There is enough mercy
in the merciful Atonement and the incomparable
glory of the various kingdoms and degrees that
follow the Final Judgment to prove God’s love for
all His children. Jesus showed this in His mor-
tal teachings. He was ever-loving but invariably
direct in His commandments and expectations. To
the woman taken in adultery, He refrained from
condemning her then but concluded by directing
her to “go, and sin no more.”** And He concluded
the rigorous teaching of the Sermon on the Mount
with the incomparable direction “Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect.”®> We proceed toward that divine
condition by priorities that follow the Savior
without being compromised by worldly values
and behavior.

Keeping gospel standards does not make you
second class or condemn your example to obscu-
rity. All of us know of persons whose performance
is enhanced in quality and visibility by being dif-
ferent from the crowd.% President Nelson taught
us this a year ago:

Please believe me when I say that when your
spiritual foundation is built solidly upon Jesus Christ,
you have no need to fear. As you are true to your
covenants made in the temple, you will be strengthened
by His power.%

My dear brothers and sisters, I testify of the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is our Master and our
Teacher and our Savior. I testify that we are led by
a prophet, and I invoke the blessings of the Lord
upon you as you seek to serve our Savior through
the teachings of his prophetic leaders. In the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.
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